Celebrating African Heritage


Black History Month – February 2004





   The origins of Black History Month can be traced back to 1926 in America when the second week of February was chosen to celebrate the history, contributions and culture of African Americans. In Canada, official recognition came in the 1950s by Toronto City Council, although observance gradually declined over the years. Then in the late 1970s the idea again received support from the Council. Provincial recognition soon followed and finally national recognition. Black History Month was proclaimed by the Government of Canada in February 1996 in response to the initiative of the Ontario Black History Society. The Society had been founded in 1978 to utilize, create and protect African-Canadian resources for the enrichment of all the people of Canada. You can learn more about the Society's activities from their web site: www.blackhistorysociety.ca.





To mark the 25th anniversary of the proclamation of


Black History Month by the City of Toronto in 1979,


The Ontario Black History Society joins with co-sponsors to celebrate


the life and contributions of Rosemary Brown.





Co-sponsors: Ontario Women’s History Network, Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario


The Toronto District School Board Equity Department, Hamilton-Wentworth Elementary Teachers’ Local


Peel District School Board, Kawartha Pine Ridge District School Board, York Catholic District School Board


         and  WWW.COOLWOMEN.ORG





Poster:       Rosemary Brown


Daring to dream the impossible





Additional posters may be obtained from sponsoring organizations





Or





By sending $7. to cover cost of postage and handling to:


Green Dragon Press


2267 Lake Shore Blvd West, #1009


Toronto, ON M8V 3X2


 (416-251-6366)    www3.sympatico.ca/equity.greendragonpress  





Selected resources





Books: Primary





Aunt Harriet's Underground Bird in the Sky by Faith Ringold. New York: Crown Publishers, 1992.





Barefoot: Escape on the Underground Railroad by F. Edwards, New York: HarperCollins, 1997.





Follow the Drinking Gourd by J. Winter. New York: Knopf, 1988.





Minty: a story of young Harriet Tubman by Schroeder & Pinkney. New York: Dial Books, 1996.





The Nutmeg Princess by Ricardo Keens-Douglas, Toronto: Annick Press, 1992.





The Red Caterpillar on College Street by Afua Cooper. Toronto: Sister Vision Press, 1989.





Books: Junior





Hoop Stars: O'Neal/Robinson/Barkley/Olajuwon by S. Kramer. New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 1995.





If You See Truth: poems for children & young people by Lillian Allen. Toronto: Verse to Vinyl, 1990.





Long Hard Journey: The story of the pullman porter by P. McKissack and F. McKissack. New York: Walker Press, 1995.





Nothing But a Hero by Lillian Allen. Toronto: Women's Press, 1992.





Save the World for Me by Maxine Tynes. Porter's Lake, NS: Pottersfield, 1991.





Books: Intermediate





Brown Girl in the Ring: Rosemary Brown: a biography by Lynette Roy. Toronto: Sister Vision, 1992.





Harriet's Daughter by Marlene Nourbese Philip. Toronto: Women's Press, 1988.





Leading the Way: Black Women in Canada by Rosemary Sadlier. Toronto: Umbrella Press, 1994.





Mary Ann Shadd by Rosemary Sadlier. Toronto: Umbrella Press, 1995.





Millennium Minds: 100 Black Canadians by W. P. Holas Pan African Publications, 2000.





Tubman: Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad. Toronto: Umbrella Press, 1997.





Books: Teacher Resource





Black Women in Canada: Past & Present, by Marguerite Alfred and Pat Staton. Green Dragon Press, 2004 (revised). 





Being Brown, A Very Public Life, by Rosemary Brown. Toronto: Random, 1989.





Black Women In Canada: Past and Present. A Resource Package compiled by Marguerite Alfred and Pat Staton. Toronto: Green Dragon Press, 1995. 251-6366.





No Burden To Carry: Narratives of Black Working Women in Ontario, 1920s to 1950s by Dionne Brand. Toronto: Women's Press, 1991.





Shadd: the Life and Times of Mary Shadd Cary, by Jim Bearden and Linda Jean Butler. Toronto: NC Press Ltd., 1977. Out of print - available in the public library. 





Some Black Women: Profiles of Black Women in Canada by Rella Braithwaite and Tess Benn-Ireland. Toronto: Sister Vision Press, 1993.   





Towards Freedom: The African-Canadian Experience by Ken Alexander and Avis Glaze. Toronto: Umbrella Press, 1996.





Trials and Triumphs: The Story of African-Canadians by Lawrence Hill. Toronto: Umbrella Press, 1993.





Women of Influence: Women and Canadian Politics by Penney Kome, Doubleday Canada, 1985.





Toeing the Lines: Women & Party Politics in English Canada, by Sylvia Bashevkin, University of Toronto Press, 1985.





It Takes a Leader: Follow Your Inspiration, Scholastic Press, 1999.





Videos  (please preview all videos)





New video about Rosemary Brown:


For Jackson: A Time Capsule from His Two Grandmothers, written and directed by Leila Sujir, produced by LRS Productions and the National Film Board of Canada in association with Vision TV, the Canadian Television Fund, and A Channel. Producers: Leila Sujir (LRS Productions) and Germaine Ying Gee Wong (NFB). Distributed through the National Film Board of Canada 1-800-267-7710 www.nfb.ca Order # C9108059.





Other videos from National Film Board of Canada  1-800-267-7710      www.nfb.ca/E/4/5/. 





Black Mother, Black Daughter; Older, Stronger, Wiser; Women at the Well. 





Fields of Endless Day.





No Way! Not Me. (Rosemary Brown)





Remember Africville.





The Road Taken. (Sleeping Car Porters)





Speak It! From the Heart of Black Nova Scotia.





White Pine Pictures     www.whitepinepictures.com/seeds/series1/episode-0211





Breaking the Ice: The Mary Ann Shadd Story.





Web sites (please preview all web sites)





MATCH www.web.net/`matchint/en/match.html 


An international development agency run by and for women, in the belief that only through global solidarity will women’s lives turyly improve. Canadian volunteers and donors are matched with government grants and projects requested by local women in developing nations.


www.coolwomen.org Feature on Rosemary Brown





www.paths of glory.com (biographies)





www.ontla.on.ca/library/b37tx (History, resources, facts)





www.blackhistorysociety.ca (Ontario Black History Society)





www.library.utoronto.ca/canpoetry/brand/index  (Poet Dionne Brand)





http://fcis.oise.utoronto.ca/~gpieters/blklinks.html (Canadian Black Heritage Resources)





www.africanhertour.org. (The African Canadian Heritage Tour)





www3.sympatico.ca/equity.greendragonpress (women's history & equity issues)





Rosemary Brown: A brief biography


“To be Black and female in a society that is both racist and sexist is to be in the unique position of having nowhere to go but up!”    





 Rosemary Brown (1930 – 2003). Daughter, immigrant, student, social worker, volunteer, feminist, human rights activist, legislator, political leader, wife, mother, mentor, friend.





Rosemary Brown was born in Jamaica on June 17, 1930 into a family of politically active, dynamic female elders. Her early years shaped a passionate sense of obligation and responsibility for social and racial justice. She came to Canada to study.  Following graduation from McGill, she married and moved to Vancouver, where she obtained an MA from the University of British Columbia. A social worker, she served as ombudswoman for the Vancouver Status of Women, entered politics and won a seat in the BC provincial legislature, the first Black woman to be elected to a Canadian legislature. She ran for the leadership of the federal New Democratic Party in 1975, coming a close second. In 1986 Rosemary continued her work on the national and international level through organizations such as MATCH International. From 1993 to 1996 she served as Chief Commissioner of the Ontario Human Rights Commission. She was the recipient of the Order of Canada and the Order of Distinction, Jamaica. 





That was the public Rosemary Brown, who spoke out on women’s rights, poverty, human rights and race issues, with commitment and passion. The private Rosemary Brown cherished her family and friends. She had a wonderful sense of humour. She loved gardening, opera, orchids, line dancing, crocheting, reading and everything that was beautiful or joyous.


Rosemary Brown followed her own advice; opening doors and keeping them open so that we could pass through them too.






































 





 





 





 





 





 











